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NATIONAL WESTERN STOCK SHOW
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The MSU Livestock Judging Team had a great first major 

contest outing with the new team at the National Western 

Stock Show in Denver , CO .  The team went through a “mock” 

contest hosted by the University of Nebraska prior to its 

actual days of competition in Denver .  Several practices at 

elite livestock operations contributed to the team ’s success . 

 MSU was one of 26 universities from across the nation to 

compete , and we had our strongest day in the “Carload 

Contest” ranking 14th .  The team was led by Abigail Jenkins 

who ranked 3rd of 116 contestants in that event ! Actually , 

Abigail was just one point behind the high individual in the 

contest ! 
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Congrats 

Mark Lewis!



HANDS ON HORSES
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Feeling the winter blues? Get fired up about Hands on Horses! A day of 

on-the-farm, practical management techniques. Check out our events 

for a list of topics, such as My Horse is just "Big-Boned!" 
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Congrats Dr. Cavinder

Congrats Dr. Clay A. Cavinder for being 

sponsored by the WALTHAM 

Foundation (Mars Horsecare US, 

Incorporated) 

Project Title:  Effect of a Commercial 

Prebiotic on the Digestibility of 

Nutrients for the Horse and Potential 

Alteration in the Fecal Microbiota 

Award Amount: $23,000
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MSU ONLINE HORSE JUDGING
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Be sure to check out our online Horse Judging page! Through this 

website, coaches and adult leaders will have access to numerous four- 

horse classes of Halter, Western Pleasure, Hunter Under Saddle, Trail, 

Ranch Riding, and so much more. Additionally, each class will have 

either a video set of reasons from the MSU Collegiate Horse Judging 

Team or a voice-over explanation of the placings. Plus, users will have 

access to quick tips and tutorials concerning “how to mark a score card”

and “what are penalties and when should they be applied?” 

"These are by far the most valuable videos I have ever seen. The kids do 

a great job giving reasons and it was exactly what I was looking for. 

Keep the reasons coming. We are using every one of them!" -Denine 

Trump (FFA/ Agricultural Instructor) 

Follow the link below to get signed up today! 

https://extension.msstate.edu/msu-online-horse-judging-educational- 

page 



SHAWNA DOWNS
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Shawna Downs is an animal and dairy sciences major from Raleigh, 

North Carolina. She anticipates graduating in Spring of 2020. Her 

favorite thing about home is that's where her best and parents are. 

Shawna's favorite things about MSU are how friendly the people are 

and how good everyone is at making you feel right at home. "The best 

thing about the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences is the staff. 

They are always willing to go the extra mile for anyone," In her spare 

time, she loves hanging out with her amazing friend group. She also 

rides horses so she spends a lot of her time out at the barn. After 

graduation, she plans to attend vet school, hopefully at Mississippi State. 

An interesting fact about Shawna is she loves to go to the beach but is 

terribly afraid of the ocean. 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
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Upcoming Events

BEEF EXTENSION - DR. BRANDI KARISCH & COBIE RUTHERFORD 

- February 28– MBCIA Annual Membership Meeting 

- March 1– Hinds/MBCIA Spring Bull Sale, Raymond 

- March 15-17– MSU Spring Artificial  Insemination 

School 

- March 24 Hands on Horses 

- March 27 - May 1 Horse Management 101 

- June 1-3 MSU Horse Judging Camp 

EQUINE EVENTS - DR. CLAY CAVINDER

4-H EVENTS - DR. DEAN JOUSAN

- February 1-8 – Dixie Nationals, Jackson  4-H 

- February 9-10 – Dixie National Judging Contest  4-H 

DAIRY EVENTS - DR. AMANDA STONE

- Upcoming programs and publications are online at 

http://extension.msstate.edu/dairy 

- For more info, contact Dr. Stone at 

amanda.stone@msstate.edu 








