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Our faculty are committed to serving the citizens of this 

state through teaching, research and extension programs. 

Research and extension centers are located strategically 

throughout the state. Animal research facilities at the 

Leveck Animal Research Center, Bearden Dairy Cattle 

Research Center, Prairie Research Unit, Brown Loam 

Research Station, and the White Sands Unit give faculty 

opportunities to investigate the challenges facing the 

livestock industry. 

 

Our Mission is to provide science-based solutions for 

animal agriculture through innovative and effective 

education, research and extension programming. Our 

Vision is Building the Future of Agriculture.

Our Mission: 
MSU ADS: HAVING AN IMPACT
 
PROVOST SCHOLARS VISIT
 
THANK YOU, DR. MARY BECK
 
DAY AT THE FARM
 
HANDS ON HORSES
 
DAIRY DAY AT THE PARK
 
TADLOCK STOCKYARDS 
SPRING SALE
 
MSSTATE MANRRS RIB SALE
 
BECOME BQA CERTIFIED
 
UPCOMING EXTENSION 
EVENTS
 
PUBLICATIONS

I N  T H I S  I S S U E
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During this Spring Break, a group of our students and faculty 

traveled to Guatemala to train local families in meat rabbit 

production as a means of improving household nutrition. 

 

The Guatemala Rabbit Project, a "farm-to-fork" educational 

program, provides hands-on training in the Western 

Highlands of Guatemala.

Mississippi State 
University: Having an 
impact!

Guatemala has a rich and 

distinctive culture from the 

long mix of elements from 

Spain and the native Maya 

people. This diverse history 

and the natural beauty of the 

land have created a destination 

rich in interesting and scenic 

sites.

P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY
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   Dr. Thu Dinh spoke on Meat Science, 

Dr. Jean Feugan presented reproductive 

biotechnology and biophotonics, and 

Ph.D. student, Muhammet Ugur, spoke 

about sperm fertility.

   Ph.D. students, Mauricio Oliveira, 

from Dr. Amanda Stone’s research 

group. and Courtney Heaton from Dr. 

Clay Cavinder’s research group, 

respectively discussed contemporary 

research on dairy cattle and horse 

physiology.

 

Provost Scholars visit 
ADS to Explore Research

With faculty mentor, Dr. Anastasia 

Elder, 14 Provost Scholars, among 

MSU’s brightest minds, visited the 

Department of Animal and Dairy 

Sciences (ADS) to explore research 

on Monday March 4, 2019.

 

The group toured the research 

laboratories in the Department, 

observed demonstrations, and 

attended short presentations.P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY

Dr. Henry Paz has presented his 

research on microbiome of digestive 

systems in cattle. Dr. Erdogan Memili 

shared his research on functional 

genomics and epigenomics of bull 

fertility and research opportunities for 

undergraduates.

   Dr. Elder explained how the Provost 

Scholars Program identifies promising 

young adults and encourages their 

engagement in undergraduate research.
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We would like to thank Dr. Mary Beck of 

Poultry Science for gifting us with this 

treasure from our past! This is a cheese 

container from when the Department of 

Dairy Sciences was separate from the 

Department of Animal Sciences.

Thank you, Dr. Mary Beck

The now combined field of 

Animal and Dairy Sciences is 

a multidisciplinary science 

that focuses on livestock and 

companion animal growth, 

health and safety, as well as 

food and fiber production.

P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY
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There is nothing better than driving 

into a field and being bombarded by 

curious Jersey Cows.

 

We are finally getting some sunshine 

for our farm visits!

Day at the Farm

The Jersey is a breed of small 

dairy cattle. Originally bred 

in the Channel Island of 

Jersey, the breed is popular 

for the high butterfat content 

of its milk and the lower 

maintenance costs attending 

its lower bodyweight, as well 

as its genial disposition.

P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY

Mississippi
State

University
Extension Dairy
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Join us for our first stock cow sale of the 

year.

 

When: March 30th, 12 p.m.

 

Where: Forest, MS

 

Consignments are now open. Contact Charley 

at 601-863-9019.

Tadlock Stockyards Early 
Spring Stock Sale

P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY
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MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY

Beef Extension - Dr. Brandi Karisch
 
April 26-27:  ADS Alumni Weekend, Mississippi State, MS
May 17:  Beef 101, MSU Meat Science Laboratory, Mississippi State, MS
 
Phone: (662) 325-7465    Email:  brandi.karisch@msstate.edu
Beef Calendar: http://extension.msstate.edu/livestock/beef/beef-calendar

Dairy Extension - Dr. Amanda Stone
 
March 23:  Dairy Day at the Park, Bearden Dairy Research Center, Starkville
 
Phone: (662) 325-8773    Email: amanda.stone@msstate.edu 
Website:  http://extension.msstate.edu/dairy

4-H Events - Dr. Dean Jousan
 
March 26:  Mississippi Livestock Council Meeting, Wise L2503, MSU Campus
April 5: State 4-H Dairy Judging Contest, MSU Bearden Dairy, Starkville
 
Phone:  (662) 325-2424
Email:  dj230@msstate.edu www                Website:  http://extension.msstate.edu/4-h

Equine Events - Dr. Clay Cavinder
 
April 6: HANDS ON HORSES, MAFES Horse Unit, Starkville, MS
 
Contact Dr. Cavinder for information about programs and events at (662) 325-7566 or 
Email:   clay.cavinder@msstate.edu 
 
Website: http://extension.msstate.edu/agriculture/livestock/equine/upcomingprograms

UPCOMING EXTENSION EVENTS




