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News & Current Events 

Grace Christian School 3rd & 5th Graders  with  

Dr. Molly Nicodemus 

Early Recruiting for MSU 
Equine Students 

 

 
Submitted by Dr. Molly Nicodemus 
 
This week students from Grace Christian School in Louisville, Mississippi got a chance to learn more 

about horses. Dr. Molly Nicodemus spent Wednesday afternoon with the 3rd and 5th graders from 

the local elementary school discussing horse identification, care, and training. Students got a chance 

to handle equipment used in caring and training horses as they asked questions about owning a 

horse and about college life as an equine student at Mississippi State University. At the end of the 

presentation, students were asked by Dr. Nicodemus which students planned to go to college at 

MSU, of which most all students raised their hands. A barn tour with Dr. Nicodemus is being 

scheduled for students at GCS.  

 

Courses Dr. Nicodemus teaches: 

Intro to Horsemanship 

Advanced Horsemanship 

Advanced Horsemanship II 

Equine Assisted Therapy 

Equine Behavior & Training 

Equine Conformation & Performance 

Evaluation 

Advanced Equine Evaluation 

Horse Management 

Horse Show Marketing & Management 

Equine Exercise Physiology 

 



Dairy Tour 
 

 
 
Submitted by Jessica Graves 
 
On Thursday afternoon, students 

from the Child Development and 

Family Studies Center visited the 

MSU Dairy for a hands-on learning 

experience to enhance their lesson 

on “farm animals” at school this 

week. The students got to see the 

entire operation from tractors and 

irrigation pivots to growing heifers 

and milking cows. Students were 

accompanied by their parents 

(mostly moms) and teachers, who 

also learned about the daily 

activities required on the farm. 

Kenneth and Jessica Graves 

hosted the group, whose son, 

Bryar,  was more than excited to 

share with his classmates about life 

on the dairy farm. We look forward 

to sharing this experience with more 

young students in the future.  

Ms. Kristen Armstrong, teacher, milking a cow for the first time!  



Ph.D. Student Research 
 

Submitted by Dr. Erdogan Memili 

Fagner Santos, a senior Ph.D. student at the Federal University of Ceara in Brazil, has just 

started pursuing part of his dissertation research in Dr. Memili’s laboratory at the Department of 

Animal and Dairy Sciences (ADS). Funded through a competitive fellowship from “Programa de 

Doutorado Integrado em Zootecnia – PDIZ/UFC and Conselho Nacional de Desenvolvimeno 

Científico e Tecnológico – CNPq”, Fagner will conduct research on reproductive biotechnology 

at MSU for seven months. His research is a collaboration among Drs. Arlindo Moura of the 

Federal University of Ceara, Dr. Thu Dinh and Dr. Erdogan Memili in the ADS department.  

Fagner Santos, senior Ph.D. student  

 



Biophotonics Group 

Submitted by Dr. Jean Feugang 

The Biophotonic Research group is partnering again this summer with the Mississippi State 

University-College of Veterinary Medicine Summer Research Experience (MSU-CVM SRE) 

Program by hosting Mr. Wil Moorhead, a native of South Carolina and second year DVM student. 

Mr. Moorhead is one of 22 students in the 2016 program, designed to inspire talented and 

motivated students to consider research in their veterinary career. Students are offered 

approximately 12 weeks of hands-on research experience, from May 3
rd

 to July 15
th
.  

Mr. Moorhead graduated from Auburn University before enrolling at MSU-CVM, with the goal of 

pursuing a career in Theriogenology, with a specific interest in large animal. By joining the 

Biophotonics Initiative Team, the student will have the opportunity to develop research skills in 

reproductive biology using a variety of cellular, molecular, and bio-imaging analytical tools. This 

mentored training will culminate with opportunities to develop scientific communication skills 

through presentations of research findings during the 2016 Merial-NIH national Veterinary 

Scholars Symposium (Poster: July 28-31, at the Ohio State University, OH), the CVM Oral 

presentation forum (Oral: July 15, MSU-CVM, MS), and the CVM Research Day (Oral: August, 

MSU-CVM, MS). 

Mr. Moorhead will be working under the tutelage of Dr. Jean Feugang and Dr. Peter Ryan. Please 

join us in welcoming Wil to the Department of Animal and Dairy Sciences. He has been assigned 

a desk in the graduate office. 

 

 

Wil Moorhead, second year DVM student 



CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK 

Follow us on Facebook for the latest 

announcements and images from the 

department and its clubs. 

MSU Staff Appreciation Day 

Thank you to all the ADS volunteers that  served on the committee, cooked, served lunch and 

helped make today’s Luncheon in the Junction fun for everyone! 

             

 

Tim Armstrong   James Cannon     Dr. Thu Dinh    Dr. Derris Burnett 

 

 

Kenneth Graves      Dr. Trent Smith 

Thank you to ADS Student Volunteers: 

 Joseph Mangano 
 Tucker Wagner 
 Alex Holtcamp and Katie Cagle Holtcamp 
 Josh Vowell 
                        Caitlin Hart, Lori Jones & Christy Steadman 

                            Standing in line for Snow Cones at 

                       Luncheon in the Junction 
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