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WELCOME KELSEY SCHUBACH TO PRAIRIE

On August 17, Kelsey Schubach was
welcomed to the North Mississippi Research
and Extension Center (NMREC) faculty at the
Prairie Research Unit where she will develop
a beef cattle research and teaching program.
The Department of Animal and Dairy

Sciences (ADS) is her academic home.

Kelsey received a B.Sc. in Animal Science
from Oregon State University in 2014. She
also received a M.Sc. degree in Animal
Science from Oregon State University in
2016, where her thesis focused on stress and
reproductive physiology of beef heifers.
Kelsey then started her Ph.D. program at
Oregon State University and transferred to
Texas A&M University in 2018, where she
investigated the impacts of nutritional
management during gestation and early life
on permanent alterations in physiological

and productive responses in beef cattle.

During her graduate career, Kelsey published

24 journal articles, 12 peer-reviewed

proceedings, and 17 research abstracts.
Kelsey also played a significant role in
securing extramural funding (>$500k) and
contributed to several teaching and outreach
efforts related to beef cattle physiology while

at Texas A&M University.

Kelsey received numerous recognitions
during her graduate career, including the
WSASAS - Young Scholar Award (M.Sc.
category) in 2017; placing first in the 2018
SSASAS Graduate Competition and third in
the 2020 WSASAS Graduate Competition
(Ph.D. category); and receiving the ASAS
Wettemann Graduate Scholar in Physiology
Award. The NMREC
and ADS Dept. are
proud to have

Kelsey at Prairie.




PHOTO CONTRIBUTION FROM SAMMY BLOSSOM

Sammy Blossom is an alumnus of ADS and captured many photos during his 16-
year career with the Mississippi Cattlemen’s Association. Enjoy the photo.

Photo courtesy of Sammy Blossom Photography: https://www.sammyblossomphotography.com/.
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WILLIAM WHITE AWARD RECIPIENTS IN ADS

Two faculty members in the Department of
Animal and Dairy Sciences recently received
recognition as recipients of William White
Awards given through the Division of
Agriculture,

Forestry, & Veterinary

Medicine at MSU.

Congratulations to Mrs. Jessica M. Graves

and Dr. Derris Devost-Burnett for receiving

) el

Mrs. Jessica Graves

$2,500 toward the arcM Rabbitry, Research
and Training Center: Engaging students,

researchers, and MSU community.

Congratulations to Dr. Amanda Stone for
receiving $2,500 toward research on cow
preference of misters and portable shade
for heat abatement on a pasture-based

dairy.

Dr. Amanda Stone




DR. SHENGFA LIAO: INVITED SPEAKER AT IAIEH

Dr. Shengfa Liao in the Department of
Animal and Dairy Sciences has been invited
by the Organization Committee of the
“International Animal Intestinal Ecology
and Health (IAIEH) Summit Forum” as a
keynote speaker for the Sixth Summit
Forum that will be held at Zhengzhou,
Henan, China on November 6-8, 2020. For
this forum, Dr. Liao will deliver an oral
presentation which will be entitled
“Maintain or Improve Swine Gut Health:
The Fundamental Effects of Amino Acids.”
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Liao has
decided to present his talk via Zoom Video
Communications, which was agreed to by

the organization committee.

Adhering to the core theme, “Back to the

principle of nutrient absorption via
promotion of gut health in animals,” the
IAIEH forums, held annually, serve as an
unique platform to facilitate the knowledge
exchange among international expert
scientists and industry professionals, and to
accelerate science and technology transfer,
especially in the fields of animal digestive

physiology, nutrition, and production.

Submitted by Dr. Shengfa Liao

Dr. Shengfa Liao




EXPANSION OF ADS DAIRY CATTLE HERD

The Department of Animal and Dairy
Sciences purchased 47 dairy heifers
over the past two weeks and are
working on getting 12 more heifers
delivered next week. This is part of a
process to expand our dairy cattle
herd to have the sample sizes needed

to do more research.

There are several people who have
worked on this plan to make it a
reality. Special thanks go to Drs.
Reuben Moore and John Blanton for
supporting these efforts.

Many

university dairy herds are being

reduced in size or dispersed
altogether, yet leaders at MSU see the
importance of the dairy industry and
support our research efforts. In
addition, thanks to Kenneth Graves,
Colby Hardin, Malik Travis, Dr. Jim
Brett, and the CVM veterinary
students for working with the dairy
heifers upon arrival to get them
settled and incorporated processed

on the farm. This is an exciting time in

dairy research at MSU.

Submitted by Dr. Amanda Stone and written by
Dr. Dean Jousan



PHOTOS OF ADS DAIRY HERD EXPANSION

------
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Photos are of Kenneth, Dr. Brett, and CVM veterinary
students vaccinating and pregnancy checking the heifers
upon their arrival to MSU and of a Holstein heifer walking

through the footbath.




2020 MISSISSIPPI STATE FAIR BEGINS

2020 has been a challenge on many levels.
Most of the 4-H activities and events have
been canceled dating back to mid-March.
Being a product of the 4-H program, | realize
the importance of the livestock project area
and wanted to offer a way for youth to be
able to participate at the 2020 Mississippi

State Fair.

A team of faculty in ADS Extension worked
with the 14 livestock show superintendents
composted of Extension Agents across the
state to develop a plan to conduct the
livestock shows at the State Fair in a safe
and efficient manner while keeping physical
distancing in mind. The pandemic caused
us to review normal operations in managing
our state livestock shows and we rose to
the challenge of modifying certain aspects
of the shows while keeping the integrity of

the livestock shows at a high level.

One new development was the creation of

a web-based app that exhibitors can use to

check-in their livestock for all our shows.
Youth have a secure passcode and can use
their phone, tablet, or similar device to
check-in the animals they will be showing at
the State Fair without having to stand in
line as they have in the past. Thanks to Dr.
Randy Loper, Bobby Goff, and India Crews
for making the web app a reality and
composing a guide and instructional video

to describe this process.

So, while we have tackled the pandemic
and now Hurricane Delta expecting to
impact the State Fair over the weekend, we
will continue to overcome these challenges
to give Mississippi youth an opportunity to
exhibit their livestock projects in a fun and

safe setting.

Go to the MSU Extension website to read a
Feature Story about the plans being
undertaken at the State Fair this year — 4-H

Livestock Show modified for safety.

Submitted by Dr. Dean Jousan
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