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FALL CONTEST SEASON 
BEGINS FOR THE MSU 
LIVESTOCK JUDGING 
TEAM 

Our team enjoyed a reserve champion finish in 
the swine division and a fourth place finish 
overall at the Prof Lidvall Memorial Collegiate 
Livestock Judging Contest in Tennessee! 

Congratulations to team member Logan 
Whipple for ranking fourth individually in the 
swine division! 
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MISSISSIPPI 4-H 

LIVESTOCK 

SKILLATHON TEAM 

WINS THE 2019 

DIAMOND STATE 

INVITATIONAL
 L-R: Heather Jennings, Savanna Ashley, Katie Norris, JacobCONTEST Johnson, Mary Beth Ainsworth, Jace Welborn, Jennifer Williams 

The team spent Saturday, September 14 going through various 
exercises and mock contests to increase their livestock knowledge 
and skills working on team challenges. The contest was held on 
Sunday, September 15 to conclude the weekend. 

Teams were represented from the states of Mississippi, Texas, 
Arkansas, and Kentucky. The Mississippi 4-H Livestock Skillathon 
Team won the 2019 Diamond State Classic 4-H Livestock Skillathon 
Championship. They were the Champion Team in the Evaluation, 
Quality Assurance and Identification phases of the contest. 

#MSUext 

Mary Beth Ainsworth was Reserve Champion High Point 
Individual for the entire contest and placed 1st in Quality 
Assurance and 4th in Identification. 

#ms4h 

Katie Norris was 4th High Point Individual and placed 2nd in 
Identification and 4th in Quality Assurance. 
Jacob Johnson won 4th place in Evaluation 

#ms4hlivestock 

Thanks to Heather Jennings (Rankin County) and Jennifer 
Williams (Lincoln County) for working with this team since March in 
their preparation. 

The team will compete in mid-November at the NAILE National 4-H 
Livestock Skillathon Contest in Louisville, KY.



 
 

  

 
 

 

 

LAST DEFENSE 
BEFORE MOVING 
TO THE NEW 
BUILDING 

As the Animal & Dairy Sciences 
department packed up and moved to 
their new building, Ms. Holly Evans 
was able to properly send off the 
Wise Center 4th floor with 
successfully presenting her thesis 
defense. Over the years, room 4043 
has been the final step for many 
graduate students in their graduate 
program as they defended their 
research. Holly marked the last of 
these students as she defended her 
research titled Characterization of 
fatty acid composition of bull sperm 
with varied cryotolerance. 

Along with her research contributions 
to the department, Holly has filled 
vital roles within the department as 
the Assistant Manager of the MAFES 
Horse Unit, Assistant Coach of the 
MSU Equestrian Team, and Teaching 
Assistant for ADS 1132 Introduction 
to Horsemanship. 

In addition, she has been the guest 
lecturer in multiple departmental 
courses and co-author for multiple 
published abstracts and manuscripts 
during her time at MSU. 

As she completes her last semester 
at MSU, Holly is currently interviewing 
for university positions where she will 
continue to give back to those 
wanting to learn. Holly’s graduate 
committee consisted of co-advisors 
Dr. Erdogan Memili and Dr. Molly 
Nicodemus and committee member 
Dr. Dean Jousan. 



  
  

      
         

          
             

            
             

          
   

 
        
        

         
         

        
      

     
        

   

           
         
         

        
   

     
   

 
    

  
   

 
   

 
   

 
   

  
  

   

 
 

 

L-R: Andy Berry; Chris Vowell; Beth Tartt; 1st place: Anna Nelson; 
2nd place: Laney Anderson; 3rd place: Noah Carpenter; 4th place: 
Nina Hay; 5th place: Elizabeth Rone; finalist: Hannah Buse; 
finalist: Taylor Vowell; finalist: Brandt Sowell; Roy Higdon; Mark 
Smith; and Dean Jousan 

2018-2019 
4-H/FFA REPLACEMENT BEEF
HEIFER DEVELOPMENT CONTEST 
WINNERS 

Eight youth completed the 4-H/FFA Replacement Beef 
Heifer Development Contest and were awarded prizes at the 2019 
Mississippi State Fair. The contest involved daily management of three 
beef heifers over 10 months. At the end of the contest, youth submitted 
a record book (30% of score) and had their heifers evaluated (20% of 
score) by a panel of beef producers. The final phase of the contest 
consisted of a presentation given to the judges (50% of score) 
defending their management decisions. 

Sponsors for this contest included: Chris Vowell, American Livestock 
Insurance; B&B Cattle Co.; Bouie River Beefmasters; Campo Farms; 
Carcass Performance Partners Bull Sale (Triple S Land and Cattle); 
Courtesy Motors, Inc.; Havard Pest Control; Hearz Yer Sign; Jackson 
Power Train; Keith Superstores; McDaniel Farms; MG 4M Farms; 
Mississippi Ag Company; Mississippi Simmental & Simbrah 
Association; Mississippi State University Extension; Mississippi 
Cattlemen’s Association; PMCC, LLC; Red Fox Farm; and Southern 
Producers Heifer Sale Group. 

The winners of the contest are: 
1st Place: Anna Nelson, 

Walthall County; 
2nd Place: Laney Anderson, 

Lincoln County; 
3rd Place: Noah Carpenter, 

Tishomingo County; 
4th Place: Nina Hay, 
Lauderdale County; 

5th Place: Elizabeth Rone, 
Panola County; 

Finalist: Taylor Vowell, Leake 
County; 

Finalist: Brandt Sowell, 
Madison County; and 

Finalist: Hannah Buse, Jones 
County 

Youth ages 14-18, as of Jan. 1, 
2019. are eligible to compete in 
the 2019-2020 Contest. The 
entry deadline is Nov. 1, 2019. 
Contact your local Extension 
office or FFA Advisor for an 
application to take part in this 
unique contest. 
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