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News & Current Events 

 

2016 Swine Research and Education 

Experience Program 
 

Submitted by Dr. Derris Burnett 

 

Dr. Derris Burnett was awarded funding for the 2016 Swine Research and Education Experience 

Program sponsored by the National Pork Board. This proposal entitled “Effect of Weaning Age and 

Lactose Levels on Health Status and Growth Performance of Weaned Pigs: An 

Undergraduate Experience” is a collaboration with Dr. Marcio Goncalves, Global Nutrition 

Specialist at PIC (Pig Improvement Company, Hendersonville, TN) and will facilitate an experiential 

research/learning opportunity for an undergraduate student in the Department of Animal and Dairy 

Sciences interested in commercial swine production. 

This is the second year in a row that Dr. Burnett has submitted a successful proposal through this 

funding mechanism. This program is designed to provide an integrated research and education 

experience for the student and will help to increase networking and notoriety for our teaching and 

research programs in the Department. 

These types of opportunities are consistent with Dr. Burnett’s philosophy of learning outside of the 

classroom and training the next generation of Animal Scientists to be career ready upon graduation.  

 

 



 

ADS Capstone Service-Learning Project  
 
Submitted by Jessica Graves and Dr. Brandi Karisch 
 
Since the fall semester of 2014, seniors enrolled in ADS 4221 Capstone have 

been challenged with many “real-world” service-learning projects. In this 

course, instructors Jessica Graves and Dr. Brandi 

Karisch identify “ community partners”  who are 

willing to work with senior students, providing them 

with expertise for the service-learning project. 

 

This semester’s community partner is Mississippi 

Farm Bureau Federation (MSFB) where the 

“advocacy” service-learning project challenged 

student groups to disseminate sound information to 

a public audience related to an assigned “hot topic” 

or common misconception related to livestock 

production. In addition to having access to Extension 

specialists for insight and expertise, students have 

also been able to work with MSFB Communications 

Coordinator, Mr. Greg Gibson. 

 

 

On Wednesday, November 2nd, students spent time 

at the Colvard Student Union providing peers, faculty 

and staff with truthful information about their assigned 

topic. While there, Mr. Gibson was able to capture 

some footage about this project. ADS student, 

Sydney McConnell (pictured), was interviewed about 

her experience for this service-learning project and 

did a great job articulating the importance of the 

project. Additionally, interviews with non-ADS 

students were captured in an effort to learn more 

about the impact of this project. 

 

All-in-all, ADS senior students have learned to work 

together as a group, hone their written and oral 

communication skills, and think critically about the 

importance of impactful advocating and promoting the 

truth about animal agriculture.  

 



 

 

Ag Tour for Saltillo High School Students 
 

Submitted by Jessica Graves 
 

On Thursday, November 3rd, 48 students, teachers 
and counselors from Saltillo High School visited the 
MSU Dairy, Cheese Plant and Meat Laboratory. This 
hands-on, interactive tour provided many students, 
teachers and counselors with a variety of novel 
experiences as many have never been afforded the 
chance to touch and milk a live dairy cow or take in the 
smells of a dairy operation. 
 
Mr. Kenneth Graves played an instrumental role in 
providing the group with just that. For some teachers 
and counselors, being on the farm allowed them to 
reminisce childhood memories.  After the visiting the 
MSU Dairy, the group was able to get a thorough tour 
of the MSU Meat Laboratory. 
 
Dr. Thu Dinh provided the group with a “chilly” 
experience as they were able to see a few beef 
carcasses in the cooler where they learned more about 

inspection and other important facts about meat 
industry. Saltillo High School’s agriculture teacher, Ms. 
Laurie Baggett, brings a group of students each year to 
see what Mississippi State University has to offer, 
especially in the area of Animal and Dairy Sciences. 
Many thanks to Kenneth Graves and Dr. Thu Dinh for 
providing this group with great insight!  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

White Sands Cattle Research 
South MS Branch Experiment Station, Poplarville, MS 
 

Submitted by Dr. Daniel Rivera 
 

 

We are currently conducting a receiving 

study examining the use of yeast and 

yeast by products fed in a supplement 

to see if the yeast products have a 

positive effect on health and 

performance. 

 

Previous data collected at USDA ARS 

in Lubbock determined that these same 

treatments resulted in better immune 

response and better stress response to 

heat and immunological challenge in 

beef cattle.  The next step would be to 

apply those treatments in a real world 

scenario. 

 

Cattle are fed supplemental feed along 

with remaining warm season pastures 

(pastures are in really bad shape due to 

excessive drought conditions), with either 

control (rice hull carrier) or yeast treatments.  

Cattle displaying symptoms of bovine 

respiratory disease (BRD) are pulled and 

treated if rectal temperature is 104 degrees F 

or greater.  Block one is currently 47 d into the 

study (56 d study) and Block 2 is 40 d into the 

study.  Blood samples were collected at 

arrival, at d 28 and will be collected at d 56 

and will be analyzed for titers to infectious 

bovine rhinotracheitis (IBR). 

 

 

 







 

Upcoming Extension Events 

 

Beef Extension – Dr. Brandi Karisch 

           Cobie Rutherford 
 

 BCIA Bull and Heifer Sale, Nov. 10, 2016, Hinds Sale Facility, Raymond, MS 

For more info, copy/paste this link: http://extension.msstate.edu/content/bull-and-heifer-sale 

 

 

Equine Events – Dr. Clay Cavinder 

 Ranch Horse Clinic series is coming to Starkville in Spring 2017. Be on 

the lookout for the official dates. 

 

 

4-H Events – Dr. Dean Jousan 

 National 4H Congress, Nov. 25-29, 2016, Atlanta, GA 

 

Dairy Events – Dr. Amanda Stone 

 Dairy Science Field Day:  March 17, 2017, Starkville 

 Bearden Dairy Research Center Open House:  May 20, 2017 

 





The MSU Equestrian Team 

recently competed at Auburn 

and continues being successful! 

Both English and Western 

teams competed and came 

away with good rides. The 

Western team finished off their 

semester strong with a team 

placing of third overall. The 

English team is preparing for 

their last show of the semester 

at Georgia College Saturday the 

12
th
. The Western team is 

coached by Ashley Shiffler, the 

Horse Unit manager. The English team is coached by Courtney Phillips, a PhD student in ADS. To find 

out more information about the team, email Ashley at aes779@msstate.edu or Courtney at 

cap659@msstate.edu. Hail State! 
 

Western Team Results 

Ashley Beyer - 1st place in Beginner Horsemanship  

Ashley Greene - 1st in Intermediate 2 Horsemanship  

Gentry Clark - 2nd and 5th in Reining, 5th and 5th in Open Horsemanship 

Hart Daniels - 1st and 4th in Advanced Horsemanship 

Joshua Boyd - 4th and 4th in Beginner Horsemanship  

Juliann Scott - 1st and 4th in Intermediate 1 Horsemanship 

Madison Eckloff - 6th and 6th in Intermediate 2 Horsemanship 

Mary Claire Cornett - 3rd and 5th in Advanced Horsemanship 

Sabrina Turner - 6th in Advanced Horsemanship 

Taylor McNair - 2nd and 3rd in Intermediate 2 Horsemanship 

 

English Team Results 

Casey-Lynn Jarrell - Reserve Beginner Walk, Trot Equitation 

Devin Parrish - 6th in Novice Equitation and 4th in Novice Over Fences 

Emili McClure - 6th in Beginner Walk, Trot, Canter Equitation 

Katie Rose Anthony - 6th in Novice Over Fences 

Maelena Apperson - 2nd in Novice Equitation 

Sydney Bauer - 4th in Intermediate Equitation and 5th in Intermediate Over Fences 

Mississippi State University Equestrian Team 

mailto:aes779@msstate.edu
mailto:cap659@msstate.edu


Mississippi State University Horse Unit 

                    Sale Preview! 

MSU Cashin the Acres- 

2016 bay colt by Abilene 

Acre, out of Nu Poco Cash. 

Abilene Acre is the son of 

Bob Acre Doc with LTE of 

$381,000, and offspring 

earnings of over $4.5 million 

NCHA and $30,000 NRHA. 

The dam is by Bueno Cash 

Quixote (NRHA LTE 

$2,256.84). Bueno Cash 

Quixote earned his ROM 

and superior in reining. He 

won the 2004 AQHA Hi-

Point all-age and Jr. reining. 

This colt is very good minded and has plenty of athleticism. He leads, ties, bathes and trailers. He has 

been gelded.  Auction.msucares.com will be available for viewing on November 5th. 



 

ADS CLUBS and ORGANIZATIONS 
 

MSU Meat Chemistry and Cuisine Club Fundraiser 

Our meatheads will be outside of Ballew Hall cooking some samples and selling ready-to-cook meats 

and pork-stuffed spring rolls every Tuesday at 4 PM. If you would like to purchase our products, 

please come during the sampling event every Tuesday or email Alex Holtcamp 

(ajh420@msstate.edu) or Anuraj Sukumaran (at1179@msstate.edu). Meats and spring rolls will be 

available for pick up from Monday to Friday in Ballew Hall. 

 

SAMPLE MENU: 

6 4-oz dry-rub pork chops in vacuum package for $8 

6 spring rolls in vacuum package for $6 

FREE SAMPLES  

EVERY TUESDAY at 4 pm outside BALLEW HALL 
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